Not only do physicians abuse the drug but it is a common constituent of the patent medicines at which the neurotic, the sleepless, the depressed and many other unstable people snatch so readily, and fatal cases have occurred in this way (Bennet, 1922 (Diethelm, 1930) (Wuth, 1927 Individual Susceptibility.?In addition to the biochemical factors already discussed, Diethelm (1930) emphasised that certain constitutional make-ups seem to react easily with delirium to toxic changes. Levin (1936-7) Most sedatives are dangerous in such cases as they increase the toxaemia, but if the patient is sleepless, paraldehyde should be given at night ; it is the best drug to use.
We shall now describe a series of cases in most of which the bromide intoxication is the major factor ; there have been many more cases in which bromide has played a lesser part. The estimations were done by the method described by one of us (Tod, 1933) 
